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Mr. 7ohn Birkbead, Treaſurer, 
Gentlemen! 
generous and careful Patrons, aud an affe- 
mands, are the true Reaſons of my Readineſs to 
Candour with which you heard it; and cover the 
this Pariſh only, ſo the ſmall Number which I have 


e 

And to the worthy TRUST EES of the 

| Zeal to follow Your Example, in 8 

ttonate Deſire to obey you, chearfully, when 

publiſh this Diſcourſe : And now, that I pat it into 
Overſights of an haſty Compoſition. 

directed to be printed off, will prevent the Publi- 


1 0 
CHARI IT VSC H OO in //leworth. 
that excellent Charity of which You are ſuc 
you are pleas'd to favour me with any of your Com- 
your Hands, you will read it, I hope, with the fame 
As the Sermon it {<9 was made for the Uſe of 
cation from going far beyond it. Give me Leave, 


therefore, as among our ſelves, and as your Mi- 


niſter, to rejoice with, and over you, that the 
Religion with which this Charity is provided for 
| 942 iu 


DEDICAT ION. 


in this Place, is as Great as the Charity it ſelf: 
That the living as well as dying Gifts and Lega- 
cies which are appropriated to it, (which GO 5 , 
by inſpiring 4 pious Emulation, continnally en- 
creaſe) will make it laſt, as long as there are poor 
Children to want it : And that a Succeſſion of 
ſuch prudent , ſuch vigilant Managers as your 


elves, will perpetuate it with the Approbation both 


of GOD ana Man! 


I am, 
Gentlemen, 


Your moſt humble, 


AND 


Moſt devoted Servant, 


Richard Coleire. 


JULY 13. 1719. 
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A Charity Sermon. 


RurTu II. 19. 


And her Mother ia Law ſaid unto her, where last 
thou gleau'a to Day? and where wronzhteſt Thou ? 
Bleſſed be he that did take Muomledge of thee ? 
And ſhe ſhewed her Mother in Law with whom 
ſhe had mrouglit; and ſaid, the Man's Name with 
whom I wrought to Day is Boaz. 


Shall borrow no more from this 
Sacred Story, but the Words of 
my Text, and the Occaſion upon 
which they were ſpuken. Na mz 
the Mother in Law of Rath, be- 
ing ſurpriz'd at the unexpected 


Gleanings which her Daughter had then brought 


Home, bleſſes the unknown Benefactor, and 
enquires after his Name: Ruth being fill'd with 
the ſame grateful Sentiments, and joy ful to os 

B Cr 
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her Mother the Satisfaction ſhe requir'd, declares 
his Name : and we may well ſuppoſe, tho? it is 
beyond the Bounds of my Text, that there was a 
third Perſon as much tranſported as either Vaoi 
5 or Rath, and that was Boaz himſelf the friendly 
Benefactor. 
Conſider the Diffuſion of Pleaſure and Deliglit 
which aroſe from no great, nor laſting Act of 
Charity. 'The Hearts of Naomi and Rath did 
ſing for Joy, upon ſight of a Relief which wou'd 
ſoon want another; and Boaz throbb'd with 
more noble Extacies, by as much as it is more 
bleſſed to give than to receive. And, in truth, 
fuch is the fruitful Nature of that Harmony 
which ſprings, on all hands, from the Commu- 
nication of Benefits, that the Obligation is mutu- 
al, becauſe the Joy is mutual ; tor each Party, 
upon the Matter, owes it to the other, that he 
himſelf hath ſuch Reaſon to be glad at Heart. 
To exemplify the reciprocal Refreſhment of 
Bowels, which both Giver and Receiver feels 
from well orderd Works of Love, I need but 
obſerve that triumphant Cheartulneſs, which 
crowns the Operations of this charitable Day ! 
Our Children, who are the Objects both of your 
Generoſity and Care, commute, at leaſt, for 
their preſent Senſe of Pleaſure, and for the large 
Acknowledgments which they owe to God and 
ou, by raiſing their Voices in Hymns of double 
Thaokfulneſs And J appeal to your ſelves, nay, 
there needs no Appeal, whether ever your Cha- 
4 | rity abounded with more Raptures in, more 
il Thanks 
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Thankſgivings for your ſelves, than now, that 
you lay it out in ſuch hopeful Proſpects! And as 
theſe Little Ones, whoſe Knowledge will encreaſe 
with their Education and Years, muſt be con- 
{train'd to confeſs hereafter, what great things 
the Lord hath done for them by you, whereof 
they, now, perhaps but ſeem to rejoice ; fo you 


lay up tor your ſelves a Pleaſure to come; a 


Pleaſure the Growth of which you cannot, yet, 
account for, by ſowing Seed which may bring 
forth an hundred Fold, in producing Ornaments 
to Religion, and Supports to this future good 
Work, out of thoſe who had been loſt to all 
Hope but tor this excellent Prevention. 

So that my Text, taken apart from all the 
reſt of the Book, is one of the fitteſt J could 
chuſe tor the preſent Service: Not only to make 
that uſe which Rath and Naomi did of thoſe libe- 
ral Gleanings which have been brought home 
this Morning ; but to carry on the remaining 
Work of this truly good Day, that none of you 
mo looſe the Pleaſure of having ſuffer'd us to 

can. 

: With Regard to thoſe Offerings which our 
Chiefs have already caſt in, to a Treaſury which 
they know will not be miſemploy'd, this is e- 
nough to anſwer that Queſtion of Wonder and 
Joy, where haſt thou gleaned to Day? See, we have 
gather'd in a Congregation truly Chrittian : In a 
Congregation convinc'd of the many good Views 
of this extenſive Charity: In a Congregation 
proportioning their Gifts to the capacious Deſign ! 
B 2 With 


[4] 
With Regard to thoſe many Thankſgivings to 
God and Man, which, as Naomi teaches us, 


ſhould abound from the Adminiſtration of this 


Service; ſuffer me to perſonate the yet incompe- 
tent Gleaners, and to ſay in their Stead : Bleſſed 
be thoſe Helpers of us the Friendleſs , whoſe 
Hearts have employ'd their Abilities to provide 
for our Bodies and Souls ! Blefled be that friend- 
ly perſwaſive Eloquence which ſtir'd up their 
Hearts ſo to exerciſe their Abilities. Bleſſed 
be that God, who gave both the Ability and 
the Heart; O, may His Bleſſings recompence 
it both to their Souls and Subſtance, who liave 
taken ſuch Knowledge of our deſtitute Condition, 
as to be more helpful to us, than our Parents 
cou'd be! 

And with Regard to that holy Emulation, 
where by thoſe who have already made their 
Oferings to this Charity , ſtand diſtinguiſh'd 
for their Zeal to the excellent Work; may 
their Names be regiſter'd in the Book of Lite, 
as the Name of Boaz, here, is chronicled in 
the Book of God ! 

This is the Form, under which, if I had my 
Choice, I wou'd conſider the Words of my Text, 
that I might inſtruct our Children to bow before 
you for the abundant Pity Which you have 
ſhew'd to their poor Eſtate; but as I am calld 
up to carry on the Chriſtian Service of this 
Day ; and mult, therefore, not only conſider 
thoſe who have not yet, brought 1n their pious 
Conſtriurions to provoke them to Love, and 
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to this ſingular good Work ; but muſt ſpeak like- 


wiſe to the Motives which ſhould compel them 
to it; I am forc'd, againſt my Will, to recur to 
the Duty before us; that no Man may quiet him- 
ſelf, as if he were exempted from it; and that 
the Joy and Bleſſing which my Text inſinuates 
may belong to every one, who can but caſt his 
Mite into this beneficial Treaſury ! 
And her Mother in Law ſaid unto her, where ha 


thou gleand to Day? and with whom wrougheſt thou ? 


Bleſſed be he that did take Rnomledge 5 thee ! and 
ſhe ſhewed her Mother in Law with whom ſhe had 
wrought, and ſaid, the Man's Name with whom 1 
wrought to Day is Boaz. 


In ſpeaking to theſe Words, I ſhall endeavour 
to thew, | 


I. That the Poor have a Right to glean upon 
us: And that part of our Subſtance, by the 
Laws of God and Nature, is their ſtrict and 
proper Due. 


II. That the Bleſſing of God and the Poor is an 
ample Retribution to the Rich for ſuffering 
them to glean; and that they have as ſtrict a 
Right to that as the Poor have to their Glean- 


ing, and much greater Refreſhments ſpring- 
ing from it. 


Ul. That 


[6] 


III. That in religions Publick Miniſtrations, it 
is far from Vain-glory to diſtinguiſh our ſelves 
by our Liberality; becaule it is a profeſs'd 
Subjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, to be 
known upon ſuch Occaſions, and recorded 
even by Name. 


The two firſt Heads of Diſcourſe ariſe from 
the very Intention of my Text ; and the third 
is not only favour'd by ft, but it is as clear a 
practical Point as any in the Goſpel. 


1. Then the Poor have a Right to glean upon 
us; and part of our Subltance, by the Laws of 
God and Nature, is their {trict and proper Due. 
The God of Religion, of all our Vows and 
Services, is the God of Nature too; and in 
nothing more doth he concern himſelf through- 
out the whole Revelation of his Will, than in 
cultivating the Impreſſions of Nature, and im- 
proving all its Sentiments. Whatever the Ine- 
quality of outward Circumſtances may be, he 
hath made of one Blood all the Nations of Men; 
and we have all of us the ſame inward Senſati- 
ons, the ſame Perceptions of Grief or Pleaſure ; 
we are all of us ſubject to the fame outward 
Diſtreſſes, and ſhowd know, by our own Ap- 
prehenſions what others feel. | i 
This, it ſhou'd be imagin'd, wou'd always | 
ſtrike upon our Thoughts, were there not an : 
Almighty Monitour to put us in mind of it. _ | 
= alas! 


3 
alas! as Sin introduc'd thoſe accidental Diſtincti- 
ons from whence Riches and Poverty had firſt 
their Name; fo to the fame unhappy Source we 
ſhowd owe an entire Inſenſibility to the Wants 
and Miſcries of other Men, did not God call us 
back to the Obligations of Nature, and teach us 
that to be uncharitable, is, to be Inhumane. 

For this Reaſon we ſec, that our great and 
terrible God, how jealous ſoever he may be of 
his own Worſhip and Praiſe, or how far ſoever 
he may carry the Reſentment of his injur'd Ho- 
nour ; yet Poſt- pones his own Expectations from 
us, to thoſe which, by the Laws of Nature, we 
have from one another. For when the Prophet 
introduces Man making oſtentatious Profeſſions, 
and declaring how coſtly he would be in his 
Sacrifices; how uncontin'd by tenderelt Struglings 
of Nature in his Expiations to God; Wherewith 
ſhall I come before the Lord, aud bow my ſelf before 
the High God? Shall J come before him with Burnt 
Offerings, with Calwes of a Tear old? Will the Lord 
be pleasd with Thouſands of Rams, or with Ten 
Thouſands of Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my Firſt 
Born for my 'Iranſgreſſion, the Frait of my Body for 
the Sin of my Soul? In the Height of his holy 
Flouriſhings he cuts him ſhort ; bids him look 
about him, and conſider what he owes to Man, 
before he thinks of pertorming ſuch High Servi- 
ces to the Lord: He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 
what is good ! And what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juſtly, and to love- Mercy; and then to 
walk humbly with thy God ! 


All 
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All theſe are Truths, pathetick quicknin 
Truths; and ſhou'd invigorate the Souls of thoſe 
who are deaf to the M Pleadings of Nature: 
but the Force of it 1s loſt to groſs Underſtandings 
by the Divine Heightnings of this noble Precept; 
and Fleſh and Blood mult be convinc'd, by near- 
cr Approaches to its groveling Senſe, that we 
keep more than is our own when we are uncha- 
ritable. 

With-hold not Good, fays Solomon, from them to 
whom is is due, when it is in the Po ver of thy hand 
to do it, Let not thine Heart ſuggeſt to thære- 
tences againſt doing Good, when thy Hand is a 
Witneſs againſt thy Heart, that thou haſt to ſpare 
for the bleſſed Occaſion : With thine Hand thou 
gathereſt in thy Subſtance; with thine Hand 
thou hoardeſt it up, or ſquandereſt it away; and 
if thine Hand is guilty of that Injuſtice to thy 
poor Brother, as to tutter him to want his Pro- 
portion of thine Abundance, thou art not covetous 
only, but wrongful, not unnatural only, but a 
politive Cheat; and call it not Misfortune, but 
an Act of Divine Juſtice, if a ſtronger Hand 
than thine reſume what it hath lent theg and 
put it out of thy Capacity to defraud the Poor 
again. 

Thus did the Law of God, under Judaiſm, 
fortify the Law of Nature; and Revelation ad- 
ded Strength to Reaſon in all thoſe moving Im- 
pulſes, by which, as Men, we cannot but be ſen- 
iible of a Fellow- feeling, and which, be we never 
ſo much deprav'd, we cannot wholly lay _ 
And 
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| L 9] 
And thus, as a Preſervative againſt the grow- 
ing Depravity of Mankind, all thoſe Proviſions 
which are made for the: Poor in the Law of 
Moſes, are a ſort of Reſervation or Quit-rent 
to the univerſal Lord and Proprietor, which 
he expects ſhowd be paid to the Needy, as 
claiming directly under him. 

In Lev. xix. 9, 10. there is a ſettled Penſion 
or Annuity for thoſe who are in Want; and a 
Sanction added, which makes it Sacrilege to 
alienate that Proportion from its intended uſe. 
Not only the Corners of the Fields are reſerv'd 
to be reap'd by the Poor and Stranger, which, 
by Eſtimation was the ſixtieth Part of the Har- 
veſt; but the: Gleanings allo to be gathered, 
which was an uncertain Proportion : And God's 
Intention in giving the Poor a Property in ſuch 
a ſhare, is to ſhew that they have a Claim in 
Right, and not upon bare Courteſy, which alas, 
in degenerated Nature, 1s too little to be truſted. 

In Deut. 24: and the four laſt Verſes, he gives 
the ſame Precept again, but with greater Ad- 
vantage to the Poor, and a new Sanction to the 
Commandment. There, whatſoever is forgot- 
ten in the Field devolves to the Uſe of the Poor; 
and as the Sanction of the former Precept was, 
I am the Lord thy God, and I command thee, at the 
Peril of my Diſpleaſure, that thou invade not the 
Rights of the Poor; and in this Chapter, God 
gives a Reaſon for the Solemnity of the Injunctt- 
on, Thou ſhalt remember that thou waſt a Bozzd-mazy 

in the Land of Egypt, therefore I command thee to 
ao this thing, | | O 


1% 


O Lord our Governour! How excellent, even 


ſor this condeſcending Inſtruction, ought thy 
gracious Name to be in all the World ! How 
cheartully ought High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, one with another, to acquieſce in thy ſe- 
veral outward Diſpenſations, — the higheſt 
are, hereby put in mind that Pride, and Want 
of Compaſſion, was not made for Man; and 
the Lowelt may comfort themſelves with this 
Aſſurance, that thou art both the Helper, and 
the Vindicator of the Friendleſs ! What the beſt 


of us were, in our ſelves, once perhaps, or in 


our Parents before us; how, by thy. Proſpe- 


rings, not by our own independent Attainments, 


the wealthieſt of us are able (O make us willing) 
to do good, thou knoweſt; and it wou'd become 
our Humility and Thankfulneſs to remember? 
How frail and uncertain our Condition is; how 
ſoon the Tide of our Affluence may be turn'd, 
or how quickly thou mayeſt call us from our 


Enjoyments to give an Account of our Steward-. 


ſhip, we know not; but it becomes us to attend 
to the awakening Conſideration! We are but 
Strangers before thee, and Sojourners, as were 
all our Fathers : Our Days on the Earth are as a 
Shadow, and there is none abiding ! 


But further, fo large as well as juſt, are, and 


always have been the Expectations of the Poor; 
ſo many new and ſingular Caſes have continual] 

ſprung up, whereby the Providence of God hath 
thought fit to try the Force of Compaſſion in 


Man; that the ſcriptural Proviſions which I 
b have 
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have already mention'd, were too ſhort for the 
ſeveral Occaſions of Charity; and theretore by 
one extended Canon, repeated in ſeveral preſſing 
Turns of Language, God commands us Dent. 15. 
not to harden our Hearts, nor to ſhut our hands 
from our poor Brother; but to open our Hand 
wide unto him; to give lum ſufficient for his 
Need; ſurely to give him, not to be griev'd 
when we give unto him ; and to depend upon a 
Bleſſing in all our Works, tor the liberal Releit 
which we afford to them that want it. 

Who can be to {low of Heart to believe what 
the Scriptures {peak in favour of unbounded Cha- 
rity, as to object that thele arc ceremonial Pre- 
cepts, aboliih'd by that Law of Liberty to which 
Chriſtians are only oblig'd ; and that to draw 
Motives from the Old Jeſtament to Love and 
good Works, is to produce an Authority which 
is not own'd, and therefore that we are now ex- 
cus'd from ſuch expenſive Liberality? O want 
of Faith and Knowledge cqually inſuftcrable ! 
Are the Dictates of Nature fo carctully regarded, 
ſo divinely improv'd by the Law of Moſes, and 
can it be ſuppos'd that Chriſt whoſe Lile was 
Love, whoſe Death was Love, and whoſe whole 
Word is Love, ſhould leſs cultivate the Plead- 
ings of Common Humanity, or leave us a lets 
perfect Diſcipline of Univerſal Love aud Tender- 
neſs ? 

Sell ALL that ye have and give Alis; provide 
your ſelves Bags which wax not old, à Ireaſure in 
the Heavens which faileth not, was the , 
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ed Direction of our Lord and Saviour; at the 
very Sound of which Words, and in Aſtoniſh- 
ment at our own Hard-heartedneſs, we ought 
to cry out with the Apoſtles, Lord encreaſe our 
Faith! And well may he lay us under much 
ſtronger Engagements to Charity than ever were 
enforced betore, fince the Encouragements are 
immenſely greater which he hath diſcover'd, 
and the Example which He hath ſet us, ſhews, 
that he himſelf knew no Bounds which cou'd 
ſhorten his Compaſſion. 

And now, where is that Chriſtian who can 
poſhbly be a Nigard, if he does but conſider 
what it is to be a Chriſtian ? It is to have Huma- 
nity revived in us; our very Souls {truck with 
Tenderneſs, and all our Abilities calPd forth, to 
ſuccour the ſeveral Diſtreſſes of thoſe who par- 
take of our Nature : It is to have pure Religion 
and undefiPd before God the Father, who hath 
inſtructed us in that Law, which his bleſſed Son 
came not to deſtroy but fultil, never to hide our 
ſelves from our own Fleſh, it we will think of 
pleaſing him : It is to follow the Steps of our 
deareſt Saviour, to love even as we are lov'd;; 
and if we cannot arrive at that heavenly Pitch of 
Chrity, to lay down our Lives for the Brethren, 
to ſtop at nothing ſhort of it! In a word, ſuch is 
the Power and Excellence of the Chriſtian Faith, 
that the Love of the World, or of that which we 
miſconceive to be our Property in it, can bear no 
manner of Competition with the Love of God: 
but we ſhall orally ſuffer our ſelves to be * 

ed. 
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ed upon for the Occaſions of the Poor ; we ſhall 
be willing to ſpend and to be ſpent, upon any 
new Emergence of Charity ; rather than any 
ſhow'd lack we ſhall hold all things common: 
For a Chriſtian knows in whom he believes; 
and he that truly knows that, will be always 
abounding in the charitable Works of the Lord, 
forasmuch as he knows that his Labour of Love 
is not in vain in the Lord! 

The Poor, then, ye have always with you ; 
And the pooreſt of you are enabled by God to 
make many Rich, by a timely Mite, by a Cup 
of cold Water which ſhall not looſe its Reward ! 
The poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the Land; 
therefore God commands us, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
open thine Hand wide unio thy Brother, to the Poor, 
and to thy Needy in the Land: And God forbid, 
that, while I am pleading for the ineſtimable 
Charity of this Day, I ſhou'd be thought to 
neglect the Intereſts of any poor Creature, who 
15 not immediately benefited by the preſent 
Collection. If we had Faith as a Grain of 
Muſtard Seed, there is enough and to ſpare 


among us for every Opportunity of doing good; 


and ſure, there is not ſuch an Infidel in this 
Aſſembly as thinks any thing which he poſleſles 
ſo peremptorily his own, as to hide his Face 
from any poor Man, when his Neceſſities claim 
a ſhare of it. 

But permit me, in Concluſion of this long 


Head of Diſcourſe, to lay a Streſs upon this, that 
Naomi gleans to Day: Naomi in both Sexes”; not 
| exhauſted. 
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exhauſted and unuſeful Citizens of the World; 
but ſach as may become Wonders in future 
Life. We know what we find them, poor and 
triendlets, civilly and fpiritually ignorant; we 
know not how God may bleſs the Seed ſown, 
and what we may make them! We know 
what undiſciplin'd Poverty naturally runs into; 
we know nor how manitold good Seed caſt in- 
to good Ground may encreaſe, nor what Orna- 
ments we are breeding up tor this World, what 
Saints for the World to come ! 

It is indeed a moſt luxurious Proſpect; a 
Luxury human, virtuous, chriſtian , ſpiritual : 
and that we may ſee how much more bleſſed, 
every way, it is to give than to receive, let 
every Benefactor among us conſider 

2. That the Bleſſing of God and the Poor is 
an ample Retribution ro the Rich for ſuffering 
them to glean; and that they have as ſtrict a 
Right to that, as the Poor have to their Glean- 
ing, and much greater Refreſhments ſpringing 
from it. 

The Apoſtle in telling us that God is not 
unrighteous to forget our Works and Labour 
that proceedeth of Love, hath God's own War- 
rant to inſinuate that he wou'd be unrighteous 
if he did forget it: And herein is the firſt great 
Encouragement to Love and good Works, which 
one would think ſhou'd not need another, that 
God becomes a Debtor to us for our charitable 
Enlargements ; and there is nv manner of Pro- 


portion between what the moſt liberal Hand 
can 
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can thus lend him, and what he can, and will 
repay ? 

How ? Do all Things come of God? And 
when we give any thing to the Poor, do we 
give of his own ? And will he, notwithitanding 
recompence it as a Favour conferr'd on him; 
repay it as a Debt which he acknowledges him- 
ſelf to have contracted? Yes he will; look, faith 
the Pſalmiſt, regard the Almighty Debtor, and 
then depend upon it, whatſoever thou thus lay- 
eſt out it ſhall be paid thee again. It {hall be 
paid thee in all earthly Bleſſings; for this thing 
ſhall the Lord thy God bleſs thee in all thy 
Works, and in all that thou putteſt thine Hand 
unto : It ſhall be paid thee in the Fruit of thy 
Body; thy Seed ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth; 
they ſhall never be forſaken nor beg their Bread : 
or God will give thee a Name better than of 
Sons and of Daughters; it {hall be paid thee in 
thy Goings out, and Comings in; in all thy 
Adminiſtrations and Cares, in all thy Interceſſi- 
ons and Prayers; thou {halt ſtand in the Gap 
when God viliteth thy People ; thou ſhalt be a 
Publick Protect ion as well as Bleſſing : It will 
be paid thee in thy Bed of Languiſhing, the 
Lord will make all thy Bed in thy Sickneſs ; 
it ſhall be paid thee in the Hour of Death, and 
at the Day of Judgment. 

Thus far thou art a direct Creditor to thy 
molt gracious God, who firſt enables thee to 
open thine Hand, and to adminiiter, not of 
thine, but his, to the Uſes of the Poor; and 


then 
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then ſo plentifully returns his Obligations to thee; 
that the moſt cxacting Ulury cannot look for 
ſuch Encreaſe. Nay further; as thou doſt ho- 
nour God with thy Subſtance, when thou draw- 
eſt out thy Sou! to the afflicted and Needy ; and 
the Adminiſtration of thy charitable Services 
not only ſupplieth the Neceſſities of Saints, of 
Chriſtians who bear as high a Title to Immor- 
tality as thy ſelf, but is abundant allo by many 
Thankſgivings to God; hard wou'd it be, if 
when God is bleſſed for thy ſake, thou ſhou'dſt 
looſe the Reputation, the Fraile, the Bleſſin 
of thy good Deeds; and God, who faſhioneth 
the Hearts of Men will not ſuffer thee to looſe 
it. 5 

There is a Majeſty in all Human Virtues 
which commands Veneration, but Charity is 
ſo peculiarly beautitul, that it attracts our Love. 
What Difference is there between a Name that 
is great and a Name that is Good? How pomp- 
ous indeed, but yet how labour'd withal, are 
the Charattcrs which we build tor thoſe who 
move in Orbs above us; while the ſprightly 
Commendations of friendly Beneficence confeſs 
the Sincerity of our very Souls; and as there is 
a cordial Pleaſure in celebrating that Bounty, 
which by ſenſible Experience we taſte and feel, 
ſo the Reliſh of a Benefactors Mind is more 
truly voluptuous, than any Senſation which all 


the Vices, or all the other Y irtues of Mankind 
can afford. 


And 


1 


And this is the laſt Argument to convince us 
how much more bleſſed it is to give than to re- 
ceive, that God not only repays thee ; Man- 
kind not only repays thee ; but God and Man 
conſpire to make thee repay thy ſelf. By being 
rich in Good Works, the kindlieſt Inſtincts of 
Nature are wrought up in thee to their higheſt 
Bearings! By allowing no Excuſe to reſtrain 
thy Compaſſion, thou ſheweſt that thou art 
above the little Tenacity of the World, and that 
thou haſt a Soul ſenſible of the immenſe Origt- 
nal from whence it ſprung ! By diſperſing A- 
broad, thou art an holy a heavenly Uſurer; at- 
ter many Days, and in many abounding Ways, 
thou wilt find it again | Thine Alms not only 
go up for a Memorial before God, but they 
embalm thy Name, they ſweeten thy Character, 
they give thee the molt affectionate Eſteem and 
Regard among Men! And laſtly. by cauſing 
the Hearts of the Needy to ſing for Joy, thou 
NI thine own Bowels in the Lord, Bro- 
ther! 3 

Come on then little Flock (ſuffer me to aſ- 
ſume with you that ſacred, that endearing 
Compellation) be mercitul always after your 
Power; but now do your Diligence, gladly to 
ſupport a Charity, which no Commendation 
can ſet forth according to its real Worth ! You 
have your Angels attending you, as well as theſe 
little Children, by our Saviour's expreſs Decla- 
ration, have theirs! Let your good Angels 
prompt you to conſider them with the fame 

5 - Eſtima- 
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Eſtimation which our Saviour Matt. xvii. 10. 
places upon them, and their good Angels, when 
they give an Account of their Charge, will 
give an Account likewiſe of your Tenderneſs 
and Bounty towards them. Whatever may in- 
ſpire you with Sentiments becoming this ſingu- 
lar Charity, cultivate, improve it; for Thought 
is too narrow to expatiate upon all the good 
Views, which God alone can enumerate from 
Works of this hopeful Nature : Whatever Ob- 
jections may ariſe from any pretended Abuſe, 
which thoſe who will not encourage, will lay 
againſt this Charity, diſdain them, away with 
them, for there is no manner of Ballance between 
the Good or Hurt that may be done by it; and 
here, your ſelves know the Care that is taken, 
to prevent all imaginable Abuſe! And as you 
cannot be miſtaken in theſe young Objects of 
your Compaſſion, nor deceiv'd in the Convey- 
ance and Adminiſtration of your Alms; for 
the Sake of Common Decency, and a laudable 
Emulation thereupon, for the Sake of chearful 
Hope, which here you cannot miſemploy, and 
which makes Mankind Adventurers 1n more 
unworthy Layings-out; for the Sake of God 
and Godlineſs, be large in your preſent Mini- 
ſtrations, and let none of you have the Hardi- 
neſs to boaſt, or even the Regret to think, I 
have given nothing to this Charity. Which 
brings me to my laſt Head of Diſcourſe, where- 
in, | 
3. Iam 
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3. I am to ſhew, that in religious Publick 
Miniſtrations it is far from vain Glory to di- 
ſtinguiſh our ſelves by our Liberaliry ; becauſe 
it is a profeſsd Subjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
to be known by ſuch Occaſions, and recorded 
even by Name. 

In our holy Convocations, and upon our fo- 
lemn Days of religious Worſhip, our Liberality 
is allow'd, by Scripture it ſelf, to be as publick 
as the Service upon which we are attending! 
Where was the Oſtentation, Acts 4. when as 
many as were Poſſeſſors of Lands or Houſes, 
fold them, and brought the Prizes of the things 
that were ſold, and laid them down at the Apo- 
ſtles Feet; and Diſtribution was made unto 


every Man according as he had need? Wherein 


were the Macedonians blameable, 2 Cor. 3. nay 
rather how does the Spirit of God perpetuate 
their Praife, that their Poverty is recorded to 
have abounded to the Riches of their Liberali- 
ty? Did it conſiſt with a ſecret Conveyance of 
their Alms, that the Apoſtle boaſts of them, 
that to their Power, yea, and beyond their 
Power, they were willing of themſelves ? Or 
doth he not rightly make uſe of it as an Argu- 
ment, that ſuch burning and ſhining Examples 
of Chriſtian Love, ſhowd be follow'd by their 

Light as well a their Heat? | 
Indeed, when we give Alms upon any prt- 
vate Occaſion, the Secret cannot be kept too 
ſtrictly between God and our ſelves ; the moſt 
intimate Companion of our religious Retire- 
D 2 ments, 
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ments, unleſs. he is neceſſary in the Diſtribution 
of it, were better left unacquainted with what 
we do in this Kind: but when we are honour'd 
with ſuch an Opportunity as now we have, of 
miuiſtring to the beſt of Charities in the Houſe 
of God; when it 1s part of our Religion, part 
of our publick Worſhip, to advance the good 
Work which is ſo folemnly propounded to us; 
then we cannot carry the holy Contention too 
high, who ſhowd moſt abound according to his 
utmoſt Ability ; nor provoke one another too 
much to ſhew our Love, in a Work which de- 
monſtrates the good Spirit which keeps it on 
Foot. 

Then the more we give the more we may be 
truly ſaid to promote the Glory of God! Then 
the more we ſhew the Forwardneſs of our 
Mind, the more we profeſs Subjection to the 
Laws of Chriſt! Then the Abundance which is 
adminiſter*d by us, ſhews that we acknowledge 
that God who miniſtreth Seed to the Sower 
and that we truſt that he will multiply the Seed 
ſown, and encreaſe the Fruits of our Righteous- 
neſs. Then, keeping up only that Ardour of 
Devotion, which ſanctifies our Charities, and 
doing all in the Name and for the Sake of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall feel the many pre- 
ſent Rewards in taking Care that none of theſe 
Little Ones ſhou'd periſh, and to that End we 
{hall ſow bountifully, that we may alſo bounti- 


fully reaps And 
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And after all, let us think what we pleaſe, 
the Spirit of God doth ſo earneſtly labour to 
cheriſh this unſpeakable Gift throughout the 
World, that to ſhut up our own Bowels to Ac- 
ceſſions of this Nature, and much more, to ſhut 
up the Bowels of other Men, is to profeſs, not 
Subjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, but to Folly 
and Sordidneſs, nay, and to a Spirit of Infidelity : 
And if Alms and Oblations are pleaſing Memo— 
rials to God, becauſe they are Tokens of an 
active, ingenuous, and thankful Faith; ſurely 
he muſt animadvert upon thoſe, who are deaf 
and harden'd to the Impreſſions of Charity, who 
diſgrace his Service, and ſcandalize their Bre- 
thren, by keeping back their Hands from the 
general Contribution, becauſe it betokens not 


Singurality alone, but an ungrateful Want of 


both good Nature and Faith. 

But bleſſed be God that the preſent Charity 
for which I profeſs my ſelf a willing and an ear- 
neſt Pleader, meets every where with Patrons 
who know the Chriſtian Deſign of it; and here 
it thrives, in Proportion, as well as in any Place! 
Here our annual Subſcriptions, and our annual 
Contributions too, tho? they ariſe moſtly from 
the ſame generous Benefactors, the more be 
their Praifs and Reward, are ſincere, I hope, 
and acceptable Demonſtrations that God is 
among us of a truth! Here, as Naomi gleans as 
I before obſerv'd, we have many a Boaz who 
encourages the Gleaning ; who opens his Sheaves 
and lets fall unuſual Handfuls, on Purpoſe to 


ſhew 
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Thew his Approbation of the hopeful Gleaners ! 
Here we have an Example, a lovely 
Deed, — but I cover it with Silence, and pray 
only, that where it can be, it may be follow'd: 
For I dare arm, that the Charity which is 
now before us, 1s as beneficial, as extenſive, as 
honourable, as the good Spirit of God, or the 
Diſcretion of Chriſtian Love, in theſe our Days 
can happily inſpire; and who knows what fu- 
ture Bleſſings ic may derive upon, with Regard 
to our Church and Nation ! 

My whole Diſcourſe has been practical, and 
to the Affair in hand, and therefore it requires 
the leſs Application : But as ſomething 1s ex- 
pected to be ſaid by me in the ſumming of it 
up, I ſhall recapitulate in a very few Words, 
and addreſs my ſelf to all the Parties concern'd 
in the Adminiſtrations of this Day. And 

I/. For you, ye happy poor Children, who 
are the preſent Objects of our Care and Coſt, 
conſider that our Bowels yearn for your Im- 
provement and Welfare, and defeat not thoſe 
religious Hopes which we have placed upon you. 
What your Parents ought to have been to you, 
if they had had the Power, you fee we are 
willing to be, by our Alms, and by our unwea- 
tied Watchfulneſs over you. We pay tor your 
Inſtruction and Cloathing ; we have a continual 
Eye to both ; and when you are fit to become 
ſerviceable to your ſelves, and to the World, we 
provide things honeſt for you. Then we leave 
you to God, to the Power of his Grace, and of 

| : your 
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your own Induſtry, not forgetting that you are 


ſtill our Children in the Lord. If you thrive 
yours is the Perſonal Advantage, you thrive for 
your ſelves ; ours is only the bare Comfort and 
Satisfaction, that you thrive by our Means ! 
Only be mindful of this one thing, that if, in- 
deed, you make that uſe of theſe precious Fa- 
vours of God and Man to you, which it is our 
Hearts Deſire that you ſhou'd ; the Womb of 
Providence hath richer things in ſtore for you, 
than, to be ſure, you your ſelves, or perhaps, we 
can hope for: but if you will be fooliſh and diſ- 
obedient Children, perverſe to your Intereſts, 
and ungrateful to our Care; you will be deſer- 
vedly loſt to all Good Expectations in this World, 
and alas, what will become of you hereafter ! 
24, For you who are God's continual Stew- 
ards in this bleſſed Charity ; who have devis'd 
liberal Things towards it; and ſtand Examples 
to thoſe whoſe Hearts have not ſet their Hands, 
as yet, to this beneficial Work ; the Bleſſing of 
Naomi fall upon you, in all its fertile Significati- 
ons! The Bleſſings of this World ſurround you, 
as the Bleſſings of the next await you ! Rejoice 
and be exceeding glad that ye have offer'd wil- 
lingly after this tort, for God who hath Pleaſure 
in Uprightneſs will abundantly reward you. 
And for you, my Brethren, who have not 
yet made your Offerings, to whom I need not 


repeat your Obligations to come into all chari- 


table, and eſpecially the preſent Contributions ; 
it there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
| Comfort 
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Comfort.of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spi- 
rit, if any Bowels and Mercies ; tulfil ye my 
Joy! Suffer me to glorify God for your profeſs'd 
Subjection to the Goſpel of Chrift, in that none 
of you have departed this Houſe, who was able 
to caſt in his Mite, without leaving that, and 
his good Wiſhes too, that this Charity may 
never fail! 

For to wave all other Arguments, of which 
this Diſcourſe hath ſome Share; there is a Day 
coming, a joytul tremendous Day, whereon 
Come ye Bleſſed ſhall be pronounc'd, or depart ye 
Curſed, upon this very Occaſion! _ 

Chooſe I beſeech and conjure you the better 
part, that when the Judge of Quick and Dead 
reports thoſe good Works for which we ſhall 
be bleſſed of his Father; he may declare in 
glorious Recompence for this your Charity ; 
Verely I ſay unto you, gr gr as ye have done 


it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye 
have done it UNTO ME. ; 
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